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Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan was the first world leader who wholeheartedly welcomed the 

Taliban’s capture of Kabul on August 15 — before its fall, Pakistan had maintained that it had little leverage 

on the Taliban to force them to accept a ceasefire and that it backed a political solution in Afghanistan. 

However, on August 16, he said Afghans have “broken the shackles of slavery”, leaving little doubt on where 

Pakistan stands on the Taliban’s return. This is hardly surprising. Pakistan not only played a central role in the 

Taliban’s rise to power in the 1990s but was also one of the three countries to have had formal diplomatic 

ties with them. Pakistan continued to support the Taliban even after they were driven out of power by the 

U.S. in 2001. Its strategic calculus was that a stable Afghanistan backed by the U.S. and India would harm its 

core interests. It hosted the Taliban leadership in Quetta, Balochistan, and allowed their militants to regroup 

and resume insurgency in Afghanistan. In that sense, the Taliban’s capture of Kabul can be seen as the 

success of a long-term strategy Pakistan’s military establishment had adopted. But it is too early to begin 

celebrations. 

The geopolitical implications of the Taliban’s victory are still unclear. But, irrespective of what kind of 

a government they will establish, the resurgence of a Sunni radical jihadist group could embolden similar 

outfits elsewhere. Pakistan has a problem with the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, the ideological twin of the 

Taliban, that has carried out deadly attacks inside Pakistan. Also, the August 26 Kabul blasts are a warning of 

what is awaiting Afghanistan. The country is still chaotic and lawless where groups such as the Islamic State 

Khorasan Province (IS-K), the IS affiliate that has claimed responsibility for the blasts, would seek to flourish. 

Without order, the country could fall into a multi-directional, civil war between the Taliban, the IS-K, and the 

remnants of the old regime. The question is whether Pakistan, overwhelmed by the Taliban’s success, sees 

the possible dangers the triumph of hardline Islamism now poses. Religious extremism and militancy can help 

one country tactically but will be counterproductive in the long term. When the U.S. backed the Mujahideen 

in the 1980s, it might never have imagined that the Taliban would rise from the Mujahideen and host the al 

Qaeda that would carry out the deadliest attack on America since the Second World War. Similarly, a chaotic 

Afghanistan ruled by extremist Islamists is as much a geopolitical victory as a security and strategic challenge 

to Pakistan. During the insurgency, Pakistan refused to use its leverage over the Taliban for peace. It should 

do so at least now because a stable Afghanistan which treats its people with dignity and does not provide 

safe havens to transnational terrorist organisations is in the best interests of all regional powers, including 

Pakistan. 

 

 pyrrhic (adjective) – (of a victory) meaningless, 

valueless/worthless, useless. 

 pro- (prefix) – supporting. 

 stand (noun) – attitude, stance, viewpoint, 

opinion, standpoint, position. 

 extremism (noun) – fundamentalism, radicalism, 

fanaticism, dogmatism. 

 militancy (noun) – extremist, radical, sectarian 

group. 

 counterproductive (adjective) – harmful, 

damaging, dangerous/destructive. 

 wholeheartedly (adverb) – unconditionally, fully, 

enthusiastically, emphatically. 

 fall (noun) – defeat, downfall, failure, collapse, 

ruination; surrender, capitulation. 

 leverage (verb) – influence, control, say, 

dominance, authority. 

 ceasefire (noun) – a negotiated agreement that 

will be accompanied by other associated 

commitments to de-escalate the fighting; a 

temporary stoppage of war, truce, armistice. 

 back (verb) – support, endorse, approve of, 

favour, advocate, uphold, champion. 

 shackles (noun) – restrictions, restraints, 

constraints, barriers. 

 slavery (noun) – the condition of being a slave; 

enslavement, bondage. 

 stand on (phrasal verb) – depend on, be based 

on something. 

 on someone’s return (phrase) – when someone 

returns. 

 hardly (adverb) – almost not. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 diplomatic (adjective) – (delicate & sensitive) 

consular, foreign-policy. 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 
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 drive out (phrasal verb) – to force (someone or 

something) to leave. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals (a more expansive set of 

political, economic, and security interests). 

 calculus (noun) – calculation, estimation, 

reasoning. 

 interest (noun) – common concerns, stake, 

involvement, engagement.  

 host (verb) – entertain, receive, welcome 

(someone as a guest). 

 militant (noun) – fanatic, extremist, radical, 

sectarian/partisan. 

 resume (verb) – restart, start again, return to. 

 insurgency (noun) – uprising, revolt, rebellion. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 

achieve a more expansive set of political, 

economic, and security interests). 

 establishment (noun) – system, regime, 

authority. 

 geopolitical (adjective) – relating to (the study 

of) the geographical factors (a country’s position 

on the earth, size, climate, and natural resources 

&, etc.) in world politics and inter-state relations. 

 implications (noun) – consequence/outcome, 

ramification, repercussion. 

 irrespective of (adjective) – notwithstanding, 

without regard for, regardless of. 

 resurgence (noun) – reoccurrence/recurrence, 

reappearance, reemergence. 

 Sunni (adjective) – relating to Sunni branch/sect 

of Islam. 

 radical (adjective) – extremist, fanatical, militant. 

 jihadist (noun) – an Islamic extremist. 

 embolden (verb) – encourage, motivate; 

strengthen, fortify. 

 outfit (noun) – group. 

 Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) (noun) – it is the 

largest and deadliest militant umbrella 

organization in Pakistan the Pakistani Taliban. It 

is a subset of the Pakistani Taliban. 

Approximately half of all Pakistani Taliban 

factions coalesce (unite/join together) under the 

umbrella of the TTP. 

 ideological (adjective) – relating to a system of 

ideas (ideology). 

 ideological twin (noun) – something that has a 

system of ideology exactly like another. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

implement, execute, bring about. 

 deadly (adjective) – fatal, lethal, life-threatening. 

 await (verb) – wait for. 

 chaotic (adjective) – confused, disrupted, 

tumultuous, disorganized.  

 Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K) or Islamic State of 

Khorasan Province (ISKP) (noun) – the IS faction, 

which came to be known as the Islamic State of 

Khorasan Province (ISKP), is recruiting 

disgruntled Taliban fighters and attacking the 

Taliban or launching terror strikes across 

Afghanistan, mainly targeting the Shias and other 

minorities. 

 affiliate (noun) – agency. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 flourish (verb) – grow, develop, proliferate. 

 order (noun) – peace, control, lawful behaviour, 

law and order, lawfulness. 

 civil war (noun) – a war between organized 

groups within the same state or country. 

 remnant (noun) – remains, remainder, rest. 

 regime (noun) – system. 

 overwhelm (verb) – impress, stun, move, affect, 

make emotional, spellbind. 

 hardline (noun) – relating to a group/a political 

party with people who support strict ideas and 

they are extreme & uncompromising; 

uncompromising, strict, diehard, extreme, 

inflexible, immoderate single-minded. 

 Islamism (noun) – Islamic fundamentalism; it is 

defined as the belief that Islam should guide 

social and political as well as personal life. 

Islamism is not a form of the Muslim faith. It is, 

rather, a political ideology. 

 pose (verb) – create, cause, produce, give rise to 

(a danger). 

 tactically (adverb) – strategically, diplomatically, 

politically. 

 in the long term (phrase) – in the future. 

 mujahideen (noun) – the 

forerunners/predecessors of the present-day 

Taliban; Islamic guerillas; The mujahideen fought 

against Soviet and the Democratic Republic of 

Afghanistan (DRA) troops during the Soviet–
Afghan War (1979–1989). The Americans funded 

the mujahideen at that time. 

 as much as (phrase) – even though. 

 safe haven (noun) – refuge, shelter, asylum, 

place of safety/security. 

 transnational (adjective) – involving/relating to 

two/more countries. 
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 interest (noun) – common concerns, benefit, advantage. 

************************************************************************************* 

 

 

In a megapolis teeming with skyscrapers, Novak Djokovic wants to be the tallest of them all. History 

beckons the Serbian tennis legend at the U.S. Open currently progressing in New York. At present, Djokovic 

has drawn level with the other members of tennis royalty from the men’s side: Roger Federer and Rafael 

Nadal. The ‘Big Three’ have won 20 Grand Slams each and Djokovic has a chance to move ahead and perhaps 

stay there unchallenged. His acclaimed and relatively older rivals have skipped their annual tryst with the 

Flushing Meadows, formally called the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center. Federer is recuperating 

from a knee surgery while Nadal is coping with a foot injury and it leaves the field marginally clear for the 34-

year-old Djokovic, who is also chasing a calendar year Grand Slam after having won the Australian and French 

Opens besides the iconic Wimbledon. If Djokovic could lord over a year, he would become the first man to do 

that since the great Rod Laver’s clean sweep back in 1969. Among women, Steffi Graff was the last to achieve 

this feat in 1988. However, a record-busting quest is never easy. Djokovic is acutely conscious of that after 

having blown a chance to pocket a Golden Slam as he crashed out of the recent Tokyo Olympics, failing to 

even win a bronze. 

Federer and Nadal’s contrasting styles, much akin to lyrical poetry and magnetic prose, may have 

colonised fans’ hearts but Djokovic has shown that unerring consistency has an enduring charm. The Serb has 

often roared back into contention, covering the court, closing out the angles and digging into vast reserves of 

physical and mental strength. Off the turf, he may not be the ideal hero, expressing reservations against 

COVID-19 vaccines, but on court, despite the odd petulant bouts reserved for his racquet, Djokovic has 

reigned. There is also the need to make amends at the US Open as last year he accidentally struck a line judge 

while taking a swipe at the ball and was suspended. Austrian Dominic Thiem won the championship then but 

he is missing now due to a wrist injury. Among the other young turks, Alexander Zverev, who defeated 

Djokovic at the Tokyo Olympic semifinals, Daniil Medvedev and Stefanos Tsitsipas get another opportunity to 

show their mettle. Meanwhile the women’s section will miss an injured Serena Williams and in a fluid set-up, 

Australian Ashleigh Barty holds the edge. Defending champion Naomi Osaka is on a comeback trail after she 

stepped aside citing mental issues during the French Open. Osaka has struggled on her return and lost in the 

third round of the Tokyo Olympics. She will draw attention just like a history-chasing Djokovic. 

 

 Grand Slam (noun) – it is also referred to as 

majors, are the world’s four most important 

annual tennis events. The Grand Slam consists of 

the Australian Open in Melbourne, French Open 

in Paris, Wimbledon in London, and the U.S Open 

in New York. 

 Golden Slam (noun) – (In Tennis) the attainment 

of a player winning all four Grand Slams and an 

Olympic Gold in a single calendar year. 

 Calendar Grand Slam (noun) – (In Tennis) a 

calendar Grand Slam is achieved when a player 

wins four consecutive Grand Slam events in the 

same calendar year. 

 script (verb) – write. 

 megapolis (noun) – a very large city (it is New 

York City in this context). 

 skyscraper (noun) – a very tall building. 

 beckon (verb) – if something beckons to you, it is 

very attractive and you feel you have to do 

something to get it; gesture, signal, wave; 

attract, captivate, fascinate, persuade. 

 legend (noun) – superstar, icon, famous person, 

genius. 

 draw level with someone (verb) – to become 

equal to someone. 

 royalty (noun) – people of royal blood or status. 

 move ahead (phrasal verb) – to make progress, 

advance, keep going. 

 perhaps (adverb) – maybe, possibly. 

 unchallenged (adjective) – incontestable, 

undisputed. 

 acclaimed (adjective) – renowned, lauded, 

hailed, celebrated. 

 relatively (adverb) – comparatively, 

proportionately, somewhat, to a certain 

extent/degree. 

 rival (noun) – competitor, opponent, contestant, 

contender. 
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 tryst (noun) – (romantic) session, meeting, 

engagement. 

 Flushing Meadows (noun) – home of the U.S. 

Open. (Arthur Ashe Stadium is a tennis stadium 

at Flushing Meadows–Corona Park in Queens, 

New York City). It is formally called the United 

States Tennis Association (USTA) Billie Jean King 

National Tennis Center. 

 recuperate (verb) – to recover health from 

sickness; get better/get back, regain, recoup. 

 cope with (verb) – deal with, grapple with, 

handle/manage. 

 marginally (adverb) – slightly, somewhat, to 

some degree. 

 chase (verb) – try to obtain, seek to 

attain/achieve something. 

 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in addition 

to, as well, apart from. 

 iconic (adjective) – famous, well-known, 

exemplary, historic, classical. 

 lord over (phrasal verb) – domineer, dominate, 

dictate, boss around/about. 

 sweep (noun) – an act of winning all games (in a 

series). (in this context, it is an act of winning all 

Grand Slam in a calendar year). 

 feat (noun) – achievement, accomplishment, 

attainment. 

 record-busting (adjective) – record-breaking. 

 quest (noun) – (difficult) pursuit, hunt search. 

 acutely (adverb) – extremely, seriously. 

 conscious (adjective) – aware of, alert to, 

sensitive to, cognizant of, mindful of, sensible of. 

 blow a chance (phrase) – ruin, spoil, mess up, 

bungle, fail to utilize (an opportunity). 

 pocket (verb) – take for oneself. 

 crash out (phrasal verb) – lose, be defeated 

(badly). 

 contrasting (adjective) – different, dissimilar.  

 failing (noun) – fault, shortcoming, weakness, 

imperfection, defect, flaw. 

 akin (adjective) – similar, related, equivalent. 

 colonise (verb) – occupy, take over, seize, 

capture, take possession of. 

 unerring (adjective) – unfailing, perfect, flawless, 

impeccable. 

 consistency (noun) – constancy, stability, 

regularity. 

 enduring (adjective) – steadfast, firm, 

unwavering, long-lasting, long-standing, long-

term. 

 Serb (noun) – a native of Serbia. 

 roar (verb) – act fast and decisively. 

 in contention (noun) – in competition (have a 

good chance to win it). 

 dig into (phrasal verb) – explore, examine, to try 

to find out about something. 

 reserve (noun) – stock, store, supply, 

accumulation. 

 off the turf (phrase) – away from the sporting 

ground. 

 turf (noun) – an area/sphere of activity; territory, 

domain; play ground. 

 reservation (noun) – doubt, scepticism, unease, 

hesitation. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 odd (adjective) – strange, unusual, peculiar. 

 petulant (adjective) – complaining, disagreeable, 

impatient, bad-tempered, in a bad mood. 

 bout (noun) – contest, match, round. 

 racquet (noun) – tennis bat. 

 reign (verb) – hold sway, rule. 

 make amends (phrase) – atone, make 

reparation, make up for. 

 take a swipe at (phrase) – to try to hit/strike 

(something). 

 young Turk (noun) – a young person/player 

(willing to change something 

radically/completely).  

 mettle (noun) – spirit, fortitude, strength of 

character, determination, resolve, temperament. 

 fluid (adjective) – subject to change; changeable, 

adjustable, modifiable, variable, unsettled, 

uncertain, undecided, unstable. 

 hold the edge (phrase) – have a slight advantage. 

 trail (noun) – path, course, track, route. 

 step aside (phrasal verb) – leave, quit, withdraw, 

resign. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, adduce, make reference to, 

invoke. 

 draw attention (phrase) – emphasize, highlight, 

underscore; focus on. 
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